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APPRAISAL OF SOCIAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT BY EXPERT GROUP
IN STUDY OF BHANUPALI-BILASPUR-BERI NEW RAIL LINE PROJECT
IN DISTRICT BILASPUR, HIMACHALPRQDI%‘_SH )

1.0 Name of Project Bhanupali-Bilaspur-Bert New Rail Line

09.09.2022, 26.09.2022 & 14 1022

L, £

2.0  Date of Meeting

10  Place of Meeting : Bachat Bhavan. duaspur

4.0 Members Present
i, Sh. Pankaj Rai, DC-Bilaspur, Chairperson, Expert Group

i,  Sh. Anurag Chander Sharma, Addl. Deputy Commissioner, Special [nvitee
iii.  Dr. Sunder Thakur, (Member) Non-Official Social Scientist
iv.  Dr. Roshan Lal Sharma, (Member) Non-Official Social Scientist
v. Smt. Maya Devi, Pradhan GP Nog, (Member) Representative of Panchayat

vi. Smt, Raj Kumari, Pradhan GP Kuddi, (Member) Representative of Panchayat
vii.  Sh. Gaurav Chaodhary, AC to DC Bilaspur, (Member) Expert on Rehabilitauon
Sh. Devi Ram, DRO Bilaspur, (Member) Expert on Rehabilitation
Sh Rajender Singh, EXEN HPPWD, (Member) Technical Expert

viili.
1X.

5.0 Introduction

5l Consequent upon constitution of members of Multidisciplinary Expert Gionp

vide Govt. of Himachal Pradesh Notification No. Rev-B-A(3)-3/2014-1V dated

22.08.2022, the meeting was convened on 09.09.2022, 26.09.2022 &

14.10.2022 to assess the SIA report as per provision of Section-7 of the “The

\ Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition and
/ / Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013".

5.2 Govt. of Himachal Pradesh through Social Impact Assessment Unit had
nominated agency Plan Foundation, Sanjauli to conduct the Social Impact
Assessment Study for the project area. The SIA report has been submitted to the

£

Social Impact Assessment Unit and alsc uploaded on the website of the Govt of
HJimachal Pradesh. The report has been referred to the Expert Groun o
evaluation in terms of provisicns of the Act. A variety ob issdes

covered in the report featuring various aspects tor Social himpad ;
and also widespread coverage ol local residents as well as their representatives
The study group has also conducted individual personal interviews with prone

aftected families.

The copies of the Social Impact Assessment report were provided in advance o
a1l the members of the Expert iroup. After evaluation of the Report detait-d
discussions on various aspects of the study were carried out. The Expert Group
focussed or making recommiendations on following:

5
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i Whether the project will serve any public purpose



Whether the potental benefits outweigh the soCial costs and adverse

social impacts, ' A
Whether only minimum a1 ea of land required for the project is proposed

to be acquired, |
There is no unutilized Jand which has been previously acquired in the

area.

6.0 Background and Present Status of the Project

6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4

%

6.5

6.6

nair.e

Railways) sanctioned a new Project by nor

The Govt. of India (Ministry of
2008. The p

Bhanupali-Bilaspur-Rert niew 23 line in year
branches out from existi::z railway iine at Bhanupali station (Pu
Nangal Dam section oi Northern Railway. The propnsed r..
Punjab state boundary and wiii reach Beri via Bilaspur, located i the
Himachal Pradesh. The estimared length of this new rail linic i~ ¢4 o

link will be a Broad-Gauge railway. Of the total length, almost 49 lan of rai
lies in Himachal Pradesh. The sanctioned cost for the project is INR. 6753 cr

33
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Around 14 km of alignment for new line falls in the state of Punjab where
Private Land (143.48 ha) has been 100% acquired. For the alignment upto km
52, i.e. upto Bilaspur the acquisition of 84.21 ha Private land is required out ot
which around 87% ( 977-7 bigha i.e. 73.55 ha) has been acguired through the
process of Negotiatior, direct purchase as per notification by Govt, of fiimacha!

Pradesh.

The Forest Clearance upto km 52, {140.24 ha) has been accorded
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Govt o 10
states of'Punjab and li.1achal Pra desh.

s i s

L within the |

The construction activities for the new Rail Line are in full swing
20 km of alignment. Brealkthrough has already been achieved
Tunnels and work is in progress on 5 Important Bridges. The work of tunnels

Jagatkhana & Kot Kallar has also b2en started.

|!‘. 7 N O\
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The Appraisal report upto Km. 52.0 has already been finalized by the Uxpert

Group.

The present proposal involves private land in 10 villages i.e. 9 villages from Km.
52.0 to Km. 63.0 and for left out Jand of 0-4 bigha in village Mandi at Km_ 450 to

52

7.0 Appropriateness and completeness of the process adopted for the SIA srady

7.1

As per Section 4(1) of the J.and Acquisition Act, 2013, Social b
(51A) study requires a significant perfection in terms of data Luthone.
quality with extremely th: orough, careful and in-depth assessmen? presentito
of balance and comprehensive yiews, so as to flunction as a techinval docunient
based on which decisions about the development of the proposed project 2an be
made,



s ol

According to the SIA reportg, the study team coliected the data and requiou

information from official records.
(FGD), representatives of the Gram Panchayat, loca P4l

sampie survey conducted among the directly altected families (famihes who are
Icely to lose therr land) and indirectly affected families (those living near the
proposed land acquisition). In addition, they conducted field visits te assess the
ground reality of the land acquisition and to prepare the SIA report based oni
public hearing at different places. For houschold survey. a Survey Questionnaire

developed by the study team was vatted by SIAU of HIPA before adoption
viewing the methodology and approach followed for

red opinion that the procedure adopted
h the guideline prescribed in the Act

clakehoiders” consultation Uitog)

group discussion

73 The Expert Group after re
undertaking the study is of the conside
was complete and was in consonance wit

and Rules laid for this purpose.
8.0 Benefits of Project

8.1 Presently, the cxisting Railway Network in the Staic of Himacnal i
belongs to British Era when it was developed primarily with tourism purooss
This region is not welil connected with the National railway networl. 1he
proposed new Bhanupali-Bilaspur-Beri Rail Line shall serve multiple purposes
like regional development, connectivity of region with National railway network
as well as a gateway to further connect the international borders towards Let
for strategic purposes. The project is also likely to transform the economy of
Himachal Pradesh by promoting industrialisation, tourism, small and medium
business enterprises and trade.

-
Thus the Expert Group is of the view that the proposed project is of immensc public

SErvice purposc.

8.2

9.0 Land required for Acquisition and Alternatives

91  The alignment of Bhanupali-Bilaspur-Beri Rail Line Project has been app
\// by the Ministry of Railways after rigorous working on alternative routes, !
site verification and critical reviewing by an bExpert Comnuttee, which
included international experts. Of the total length of 63.10 km, about 2o
rail line shall be constructed in Tunnels. From Badhyat to Nog, in Village Nog,
Balhi Billa to Bharathu, Baghri to Khater rail line shall be constructed x\:\.

f

Tunnels.

972  Provision of Viaducts is one of the key features of the project. The densely
populated area of Bilaspur township has been negotiated with viaducts
apgregating to a length of 2.118 Km through the left bank of Govind Sagar
reservoir. This has been proposed in such a way to avoid habitation to
maximum possible extent.

9.3  The Expert Group is, therefore, satisfied that present abinmest b

worked out after elaborate process and motculous pi
requirements projected for acquisition are kept at bare minimum




0 Mitigation Measures

- N [ 4 | 1G0T OIOIeet wiere
10.1 The Committee woas iulormed that the project is a lineer pro
Government s acaiasing the fand tor public purpose The o
been sanctioned by the Gavt. of India,

10.2  The issue of extent ot compensation to the aftected land owners bias !;(“’*r- /r j |
up duning discussion, The committee observes that the compensation (,I'(‘ u'l
the land is related with the extant circle rates of Revenue “\‘,‘,')uf"l”l(‘lﬂ of a State
‘Land’ being a State subject, the compensation needs to be decided on the haeos
of provisions of the Land Acquisition Act. 2013.

10.3° Appropriate compensation on account of existing structures, hocticulture, trei«
© v - and usage needs ro be cnsurec as a mitigation measure.

10.4 Response and reaction of neople during public consultations suggests that they
are convinced of the pusiive impacts the project will malee (0 them and with the
coming up of Rail Line project they will experience much desiped developiment
and prosperity in thew lives. The emotions of land owrners who or.
affected by severance of land in the process of land .cousit o
compensated adequatelr by way of solatium as per provis,
Acquisition Act. 2013,

WA

10.5 To the extent pussiljrlu, Pl‘t‘ft." ‘ence may be gIV\/OJ] to 1(.)(‘11 Cordernts
construction stage of the project and later for job creation /e
activities and capacity building through the government's ski
programmes, which may bring additional source of earnings to tt

LN

ntrepreneurial
il development
et

10.6 The Resettlement & Rehabilitation provisions shall be

applicable as per extan:
provisions of "The Right t¢ Fair Compensation and Transn

arency in land
\// Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013”,

10.7 While executing the project of Rai]way Line,
restoration of public utilities that ar
roads, crematoria, wate

it needs to Lo e
e likely to be affected such as v
I'sources, etc should be undertaken

nsured that

Hape pothe

1 "Dance 3 : . O oty
DlST.lH‘de‘](GS to the Religious heritage sites |y IVOICE S ¢
planned for further development along with the project,
10.8 During construction of R;nlw;—w line, some Petty 1ssues like 1m o
school, construction of over

head foot bridge must be taken o priority
any property is aspected du ring course
ncy should take measures for the safe

10.9 Some people from Barman

CSR. If any danger to
wor—J) Executing age

Lncler
ob construction
ty of such property.

a area demanded representation in the Disciphmary
Expert Group, which g not possible at this stage, as two represent
Panchayats have already included in the Disciplin
also any individual r
report has to be pre
Project atfected area,

ative of
ary Expert Group. Otherwise
“Presentative has nothing to decide but,

1¢ Apprarsal
pared by the Committee on specitic

points related to the

11.0 Conclusions and Recommendationg




11.1

ks

The importance of Rail Line project is such that it shall serve the public purpose
at largae. ¥4

The potential benetfits of the project outweigh the social costs and adverse soc’al
impacts.

The quantum of private land proposed for acquisition is bare minimum and
cannot be avoided as the same will be utilized for accommodating critical
project components.

The land already acquired for the project is not lying unutihzec o0
Railways have taken up the construction activities and i1s progressing torn .

Keeping in view the above aspects into consideration and uaoting
satisfaction that the Bhanupali-Bilaspur-Beri New Rail Line Projoce v

mile stone in bringing much desired prosperity to the area, the kxpert Group
has no hesitation in recommending that proposed project besides fulfilling the
public interest considerations, its potential benefits outweigh the social costs
and social impacts, Moreover, there is no looking back as the project is a linear
project and almost 95% of total land requirement upto km 52 has been acquired
or permission for use has been accorded by Government. Hence the Expert
Group strongly recommends that the project should be taken up without further
delay and further pr{cess of land acquisition be initiated at the earliest.

t
Dr. Sunder Tha ur’,/ Dr. Roshén“l ~al \lmrm\

Retd. Associate Professor Sociology, Retd. Associate Protessor Sociolog.

(Non Offitial Social Scientist) (Non Uihmal Social Scientist)
R Y VR
Moys eyg LW, PogRiome
Maya wmm,f&mamace
Pradhan W og, Pr adhammmyz’t Kuddi
Represgnlatiye o ecltd Gram | Representative of Atfected Gram
Panch%@s,ﬁ@“ﬂ@‘ ") Panchayat’s, Tehsil Sadar,
District Bildspur HP.. | .- ¢ Distt,. Bilaspur HP
R
Gaura Judhary, . Devi Ram,
Asstt. Convnissioner to the District Revenue Officer,
Deputy Commissioner, Bilaspur District Bilaspur HP
Rehabilitation Expert, Remfiyitnatifin Expent.
L e L
Lr. Rajender Singh, A ader Sharma LA,

Executive Engineer, ddl. Deputy Commissioner, Bilaspu
HPPWD bivision No, 1,Bilaspur Special Invtee.

Technical Expert, /
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